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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

January 27, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm on January 27, 2020 in Room 2 
at Town Hall. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Jim Kirschvink, Member 
Scott Mills, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 
 

Guests: Phi Filerman, CORE Liaison 
Kathryn Rushton, CLEER Liaison 
KC Nau, Prospective Member 
Oni Butterfly, Guest 
George Ware, Guest 
Gavin Dahl, Guest 
Summer Scott, Guest 
Brittany Bieble, Guest 
Tamara Haynes-Norton, Guest 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Sandy moved to approve E-board meeting minutes from 
November 2019.  Jim seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Summer Scott is working towards a renewable energy investment program.  The 
goal is to establish the program as a not-for-profit, which means they are trying to 
get it started with limited resources.  His hope is that it will be a way for community 
members to invest in larger-scale solar installations that can provide a long-term 
financial return. 
 
Pat indicated that he had received a link to the presentation by Bill McKibben at the 
Limelight over the weekend.  He has forwarded the video link to the members of 
the EBoard, and is willing to send it out to any other interested parties. 
 



Phi said that she had also sent out an email with not only the link to Bill McKibben’s 
presentation, but also that of Rob Davies, a climate scientist that spoke at the 
Mountain2030 conference in Eagle last week. 
 
Gavin asked if the EBoard would be weighing in on the backyard farming issue. 
 
NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS 
KC Nau came before the EBoard with a new member application.  He is a 
physician that moved to Carbondale a few years ago from West Virginia.  He has 
served on many hospital boards and health-related committees which has honed 
his interest in environmental-related issues.  He is currently concerned about the 
5G expansion and how the exposure to high levels of electromagnetic frequency 
non-ionizing radiation may affect humans.  Based on current legislation, 
communities are limited in their ability to object to the installation.  KC provided 
favorable answers to the questions posed by the Eboard. 
 
Motion Passed: Colin moved to recommend approval of KC Nau’s application for 
membership on the E-board to the Board of Trustees.  Scott seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved.  
 
Colin brought forward the re-applications for membership on the EBoard of Colin 
Quinn, Sandy Marlin, Jim Kirschvink, and Scott Mills; Garrett Fitzgerald and Joseph 
Demoor are not re-applying. Colin asked each of the EBoard members that are 
reapplying to give a brief response to three questions: 
 

1) What they hope to accomplish in their upcoming term; 
2) What they like about the EBoard; 
3) How they think the EBoard could do better or improve. 

 
Sandy Marlin:  I would like to see the successful transition of Dandelion Days 
oversight from the EBoard to Natalie and Carbondale Arts.  I would also like to get 
back into the push to reduce single-use plastics.  I like the manner in which the 
EBoard is run.  I feel like the EBoard sometimes can get disjointed, so in order to 
push forward on our chosen issues we need to encourage more cohesion as a 
team. 
 
Jim Kirschvink:  I agree with Sandy, single-use plastics is my #1 pet peeve.  I 
would like to see the Roaring Fork Valley as a whole address the reduce the use of 
plastics.  I enjoy being on this team, and I would like to see the EBoard remain 
proactive on environmental issues. 
 
Colin Quinn:  I would like to continue to work towards providing informational labels 
on the trees in our town’s parks.  I enjoy the personal relationships I have with 
members of the EBoard.  I would like to focus on how to better influence the BOT. 
 



Scott Mills:  I would like to get beyond netzero to positive energy, and I would like 
the Town to lead by example.  Seventy percent of climate issues are from buildings 
and transportation, and we are not doing enough to promote building upgrades. 
 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to recommend approval of Colin Quinn, Sandy Marlin, 
Jim Kirschvink, and Scott Mills renewal application for membership on the E-board 
to the Board of Trustees.  Colin seconded the motion for Colin, Sandy, and Jim’s 
application, and Scott seconded the motion for Colin’s application, and it was 
unanimously approved.  
 
DANDELION DAY UPDATE 
Natalie was not able to attend the meeting, so this agenda item was tabled until the 
February meeting.  Gavin Dahl indicated that he had met with Natalie to discuss 
how KDNK can help revitalize the entertainment/music aspect of the event.  Colin 
asked that everyone on the EBoard brainstorm a theme for the event prior to 
February’s meeting.  Sandy mentioned that she noticed that the one thing that was 
not part of the Dandelion Day Partnership Agreement was the two-year trial period 
that had been discussed.  Colin asked that this topic be put on hold until February’s 
meeting so Natalie can be part of the discussion. 
 
EBOARD’S ROLE WITH PLASTIC CONSULTANT 
Heather was not in attendance, so Sandy summarized the Town’s progress 
towards a plastics reduction plan.  LBA Associates has been hired to develop the 
plan with the goal of having the plan ready by Earth Day 2020.  LBA Associates 
has paired with a PR Firm to help with the messaging.  The consultant’s fee is 
being funded by the plastic bag fee fund.  Sandy would like to invite the consultant 
to an EBoard meeting to open a dialogue with them. 
 
Gavin mentioned that he was more likely to patronize a business that practiced 
composting and limited their distribution of single-use plastic.  George wondered if 
the EBoard could award recognition (for example, a sticker) for individuals that 
achieve zero waste.  Gavin also pointed out that KDNK has spoken with the 
Environment Foundation about getting a campaign going to continue the education 
process on proper recycling, but they aren’t interested because it doesn’t fit within 
their current programming.  He felt like the EBoard’s role is key because there 
needs to be continued work on this issue. 
 
GAINING SUPPORT FOR EMISSIONS REDUCTION IN CURRENT BUILDINGS 
Pat introduced the topic by explaining that in order for existing buildings to become 
more energy efficient they need to be upgraded to use electricity rather than fossil 
fuels.  He pointed out that electric companies are transitioning to greener 
resources, and with the construction of the Basalt Vista townhomes behind Basalt 
High School, there is a new construction consideration because these are netzero 
homes with no gas lines.  Each of these items presents a different perspective from 
distinct stakeholders, and the differing systems bring in biases based on the type of 
equipment used and installation methods.  Pat would like to form a roundtable of all 
involved to get the stakeholders communicating with one another and possibly 



improve access to funding.  He would really like the local governments to get 
involved, as well. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Phi thought this was a great idea, and that there should be more focus on 
stakeholder participation.  CORE is on board, and would be willing to facilitate the 
roundtable with CLEER. 
 
Kathryn pointed out that there are a lot of components to the situation and each of 
the components has big hurdles.  She wasn’t sure that a single roundtable would 
solve all of the problems.  She felt like some aspects need to be broken up in order 
for the whole process to move forward, and agreed that financing is the missing 
piece.  She also pointed out that policy is key, because it provides the impetus for 
action.  She stated that CORE and CLEER are ready, and that there has been a lot 
of information gathering that has already taken place, but the inconvenience of 
transitioning to a different energy source is still a big hurdle for many building 
owners. 
 
Colin suggested that maybe the roundtable should focus on Policy and Leadership. 
 
Scott pointed out that when a building sells or the lease ends, that is when the 
analytics should be published—the proper steps need to be taken at the proper 
time. 
 
Kathryn affirmed that if all of the towns in the Roaring Fork Valley were involved, 
there would be a better chance of succeeding. 
 
Colin followed up by suggesting that additional research needs to be done in order 
to identify what gap the roundtable would be filling, and what would be the one or 
two transformational ideas you want to get out of it.  He noted that there is general 
support for the idea, but he wondered what Pat was asking of the EBoard. 
 
Pat indicated that he wanted to see what happens in future meetings. 
   
EV BUS UPDATE 
Scott summarized the work he has done to transition the RFTA Circulator bus from 
a fossil-fuel powered vehicle to an electric vehicle.  RFTA has indicated that that 
transition might be sometime in the future, but presently there is no money and no 
timeline to put towards such a project.  If the Town undertook the project, RFTA 
would be okay with it.  According to the Colorado Energy Office, a new 20-person 
electric bus would cost $200,00, but 80% of the cost could be covered by a grant.  
If you financed the remaining portion, it would take five years at $750.00/month to 
pay it off.  However, in order to qualify for the grant, RFTA would have to junk a 
bus.  There are Spring and Fall grant cycles, and with additional details to work out, 
the earliest the Town could apply would be in the Fall. 
 
Questions/Comments: 



Kathryn suggested Scott contact Stefan Johnson at CLEER because that is one of 
their programs. 
 
Pat asked if there were any applicable tax credits. 
 
Scott replied that there really weren’t any available for the Town.  He went on to 
say that he is talking to a lot of people to bring the project together, and he plans to 
bring in CLEER and CORE for additional contacts and information.  Scott also 
envisions working on transitioning school buses to electric, as well. 
 
Kathryn indicated that CLEER has been working on the school bus project. 
Mark pointed out that there aren’t any more suitable sites for an electric charger in 
Carbondale. 
 
CRYSTAL VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ASSOCIATION-
POTENTIAL EBOARD MEMBERSHIP 
Pat broached the topic of an EBoard membership on the Crystal Valley 
Environmental Protection Association; it is a $20.00 annual membership.  After a 
brief discussion, it was recommended that Pat doublecheck with the Town 
Manager to ensure this is an appropriate use of the EBoard’s budget. 
 
UPDATES FROM CORE 
Phi provided an update on CORE’s activities and upcoming events: 

• Upcoming Events:  Imagine Climate: Creative Perspectives on Climate 
Change.  The Event takes place from February 25 to March 18, 2020.  It is a 
month-long exploration of climate art and innovation in the Roaring Fork 
Valley.  Leading artists, inventors and changemakers will offer creative 
perspectives and possibilities on the climate crisis during a program of 
FREE community events. 

• New Program:  Path to NetZero.  CORE will assign an advisor that will 
assess a new project before it starts and provide help through the project. 

• Colorado Energy Office: Renew Our Schools is a youth engagement 
program of Resource Central that blends sustainability practices into school 
curricula and after-school programming.  They are looking at holding an in-
valley competition. 

• CORE is facilitating a work session for local municipality building 
departments.  Pitkin County is putting together some specialized training for 
the updated building codes, and CORE is checking with them to see if it can 
be shared throughout the valley. 

• The updated building codes are on the Carbondale BOT agenda for 
approval.  CORE will follow up with the TOC building and planning 
department 

• The TOC is working with CLEER to find a location to install a Level 3 
charger. 

• Pitkin County have passed some very aggressive HIRS rating. 
• Received a DOLA Grant (in cooperation with CLEER and Holy Cross)—for 

renewable energy mapping. 



 
Kathryn added that in Garfield County up to six different solar farms within the 
Excel Process have been approved.  There is a possibility that it may be opened 
up to residential participation at some point in the future.  Holy Cross just released 
an RFP for clean energy resources with an application deadline in March. 
 
UPDATE IN STATE OF CO GHG EMISSION REDUCTIONS 
Pat provided an update on the GHG emission reductions in Colorado.  
Conservation Colorado produced a 1/2 -hour webinar featuring Governor Polis that 
Pat participated in.  He submitted his question after the webinar, which was 
whether the Governor’s office was undertaking RPACE (residential financial 
arrangements).  Following that, there was a meeting in Glenwood Springs of state 
government representatives to address the various bills passed that are designed 
to get a handle on emissions in the state.  These representatives will be in charge 
of the air quality monitoring, with a report due by March to the Governor and the 
State Legislature. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The January 27, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled on February 24, 2020 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


